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About the Piece

New Examples of Confusion borrows its title from a sequence of stories by Lydia Davis called 

“Examples of Confusion.” Davis’s works are remarkable for their concision: every sentence is 

integral to the whole, and every word is precisely chosen and placed. Her observations about the 

world are frequently quizzical, often ironic, and unexpectedly poignant. Most of these stories are 

about quotidian experiences such as momentary optimical illusions, misheard phrases, or 

misperceived perspective. The longer final story elliptically suggests that these various 

“confusions” might not be confusions at all, but little tears in the fabric of reality that provide 

glimpses of a more fantastical realm.  

My piece is in five short sections — each a small, contained peek into another world, tightly 

framed and strongly characterized. Different contingents of the ensemble dominate the texture in 

each section: for instance, the alternately nervous and playful wind solos of the first section give 

way to the weighty, lugubrious string chords of the second section. The five sections follow each 

other without break, joining together to form a single continuous arc, something like a chamber 

symphony. The high point is the swirling, fragmented fourth section. The broad, lyrical last 

section is like an epilogue. 

I am honored to be the first member of the Grossman Ensemble to write for the group. My years 

playing alongside the musicians of the ensemble informed every stage of my writing process. I 

designed the structure to spotlight individual musicians, and I imagined each individual’s way of 

playing and personality as I shaped their part. The way these parts come together and converse is 

a reflection of our working process as an ensemble, and New Examples of Confusion is thus a 

celebration of friendship and collaborative art-making. It is dedicated, with fondness, to Augusta 

Read Thomas, Tim Weiss, and the musicians of the Ensemble. 

— Daniel Pesca 



Instruments

Flute (doubling piccolo) 

Oboe 

Clarinet in B-flat (doubling bass clarinet) 

Alto Saxophone (doubling baritone saxophone) 

Horn in F 

Two Percussionists 

 Percussion 1: 

Vibraphone 
Crotales 
Low tom tom (dampened) 
Woodblocks (2) - high & low 
Triangle 
Güiro 
Small splash cymbal 
Suspended cymbal 

 Percussion 2: 

 Marimba (5 0ctave) 
 Glockenspiel  
 Tam tam 
 Concert bass drum 
 Suspended cymbal 
 Sizzle cymbal 
 Triangle 

Harp 

Piano 

String quartet 

Duration
16 minutes 
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pp, legatiss.

mp pp, dolce

mp mp

mf p p mp

dolce, espr.

pp p pp

a tempo q. = 84 
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