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Premiere performances:

Wednesday, October 16th, 2019 Oberlin College

Friday, October 18th, 2019 Cleveland Museum of Art

Sunday, October 20th, 2019 International House at the University of Chicago
PROGRAM NOTE

Nocturnes is a setting of four poems by Irving Feldman, composed in 2019 for tenor Zach Finkelstein and the Zohn Collective. The cycle brings together poems that span
several decades of the poet’s career, unified by their nocturnal imagery. 'The varied strugtufés,and poetic techniques of the individual poems compelled me to approach
each setting differently. The first song responds to the changing imagery of its three stanzas, represented as three distinct musical landscapes that the tenor windingly
navigates. This is the broadest canvas of the cycle. The concisé'secondséng pivots between the miniaturized, delicate world of insects and the gently swaying motion
characteristic of lullabies. The third song is a continuous,processff accelaration and intensification punctuated by a repeated refrain: “And the new night was newer.” The
final song is the most aria-like, setting a florid vocal line againsg oftens@ustere music for the ensemble. Although its poem is rather brief, the setting is expansive, with sizable

streches music for instruments alone actingas a framéfor the text.

While the hues of the poems.andsyhenceg®f the music are prevailingly dark, I do not think of this work as dark in the sense of moody, disconsolate, or despairing. Rather,
night in these poems is.oftén rapturous, or enchanted, or an occasion to reflect upon our dearest memories. Hence, brilliant light pierces the darkness in the first and third
poems, and accompanies the lone speaker of the fourth poem. The heat, warmth, and glow of human connection—uninterrupted by darkness or even death—suffuses this
poetry and has inspired my musié: I am eternally grateful to Irving for the opportunity to set his words, which are precious to me.

— Note by Danzel Pesca



INSTRUMENTATION

Solo Tenor

Flute

Clarinet in B-flat (doubling Bass Clarinet in Song IV)
Vibraphone

Guitar

Piano

Violin

Cello

APPROXIMATE DURATIONS
I. 5507

II. 2°35”

III. 3°30”

IV. 5’45~

TOTAL: about 18’

PERFORMANCE NOTE
The second song should follow the first after just a few seconds of silence. Similarly, the final song should follow the third after

a few seconds of silence. The break between the second and third song should be longer.



I. La Notte (The Medici Chapel)

With you I am falling

In the blackest rose where shadow-petal
On petal of shadow is laid, to deeper
Darkness leading, falling

Talling with you

And denial sinks on remorse

In the forgotten hour dropping,

And absence swallows out the light
Falling with you

In the heart of dying

Blackest center of blackest rose:
Sleeping I am with you

In perpetual falling poised—

For my eye is on the flame.

I am its gathered darkness, the world is

Exceeding light, and light of light, And of that light is still light,
And light unloosed and light unending.

I ride out with you along the riverside

At dawn; in the damp marsh I hold the horse,
Speaking in your ear my news

Of the journey. I am your fresty

Breathing, the ground of your walking,

The listening companion, now a bridge

And now an abyss; like'thelwinter’s sun

I move with you, 1 the crackling forest,
Where the white birds sing;

II. Petite Bergeuse

Dark-time. The little ones like bees
Have stolen the light, packed it away

In their healthy mandibles and gone off.
Rest, little soul, of your lithe cunnings,
Of your tattling tattoo undressed. They,
Have taken the daylight in their keeping;
Safe in the hive, hidden, it willnot ¢hide
You if you are silent. At last, listen:
Under the fallow sad song of your neighbor’s
Life, or the bleod waltzingiin your ear:
Dispossessed, uncharming, enormous

Bodies appreach;itheysvish to fulfill you.



III. The New Night IV. Lullaby to Two Growing Old

When the night arrived supreme For you alone under the eaves

Over the empty place, At nightfall I sing these few black notes,
Safe in death hiding, Which then become a sky and go like leaves
You went on denying, Under your lids, upon your throats—

But, Let there be light! said

Your eyes with desire, For you alone. For you alone

And there was light, My fretting wings trace 1
Light without color, The little night where all
And the new night was newer. And I am alo

Will the night arrive, asked To whi
Your tongue, that I may greet it? ;
And the little light was there, atyou are old and children of your son,
Bespoken and a danger, lowly toward you my years creep. And I weep,

Very little
And a star, Under the eaves for you alone.
And the new night was newer. 6

ain to watch your sleep;

Has the night come? said
Your body, I wish to arise.
And you arose,

A little way,

And were the light
And the danger,
Little light without
And the new night was newer.




For the Zohn Collective, Zach Finkelstein, and Tim Weiss, with affection and admiration
Commussioned with support from the National Endownment for the Arts
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Gently flowing, hazy
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III. The New Night

Gently moving; moderate
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Faster, more urgent
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Still faster, heated
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At the first tempo
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IV Lullaby to Two Growing Old

Slow & pensive
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